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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an antimicrobial agent, having excellent 

antimicrobial activities and high safety and capable of protecting foods, beverages, 
medicines, cosmetics, etc., from contamination with microorganisms and useful for 
preserving the foods, beverages, medicines, cosmetics, etc., by busing specific benzoic 
acids substituted at the p-position as an active ingredient. 

SOLUTION: This antimicrobial agent is prepared by using a compound represented by the 
formula (R is an electron donative group) or its salt. For example, 4-methoxybenzoic acid, 
4-ethoxybenzoic acid and 4-propoxybenzoic acid are cited as the compound represented 
by the formula. The 4-substituted benzoic acid represented by the formula or its salt has a 
low toxicity and the compound derived from a natural product is harmless to humans. The 
compound represented by the formula or its salt may be used along or as a mixture 
thereof. The effective concentration of the compound represented by the formula is usually 
about <1 .2mM, preferably about <4mM. Furthermore, the compound represented by the 
formula can be used with other well-known antimicrobial agents in combination. 
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